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February 25, 2013 – HBMS Staffhouse
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Introduction
•
•

Facilitator Sheldon McLeod called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.
There were no action items for review from Meeting #19.

Member’s Commentary – Community Feedback
•

Each CAC member was given the opportunity to share what they are hearing in the
community regarding the Follow-up Blood Lead Exposure study (”Follow-up Evaluation of
Lead Exposure in Children (under 7) in Flin Flon, Manitoba and Creighton, Saskatchewan”).
General comments included:
• “That’s still going on? The air quality is the best it has ever been.”
• No one is talking about this because no one is concerned.
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Overview of Results of the Follow-up Blood Lead Exposure Study
Reference Documentation: CAC Meeting_FEB25_v2

•

Dr. Celine Pinsent from Goss Gilroy provided a presentation on the results of the 2012
Follow-up Blood Lead Exposure Study. Key notes from the presentation are provided
below.
• Study Questions:
(1) What is the current level of internal exposure to lead in the child population residing
in the Flin Flon Area?
(2) Compared to the lead exposure levels measured in 2009, have levels in Flon Flon
Area children increased, decreased, or remained the same in 2012?
(3) Are the personal factors associated with children’s lead exposure measured in 2009
(e.g., place of residence, age, gender) similar in 2012?
• General Methods:
• Similar to the 2009 study (i.e., CAC and TAC oversight, children under 7 years
old, conducted at the same time of year - September and October 2012), except
only blood lead measured.
• Environmental sampling involving soil, dust, water sampling collection and paint
scanning added.
• The Results:
Study Questions #1 & 2:
• One hundred and eighteen children provided samples.
• The geometric mean of blood lead in participants was 1.4 µg/dL, compared with
2.7 µg/dL found in 2009. The blood lead levels were statistically significantly
lower in 2012 and the finding is consistent across all sub-groups according to
age, gender and region.
• Consistent with the 2009 study, children living in West Flin Flon, boys and
toddlers between 2-3 years of age were more likely to have higher levels.
Study Question #3:
• Only age of house was found to be associated with blood lead levels, which is
consistent with the literature.
• Low blood lead levels make it difficult to distinguish pathways from regular
background.
Environmental Samples:
• Concentrations of lead in indoor dust appear to be independent of concentrations
of lead in either outdoor soil or paint.
• Environmental media concentrations are poor indicator of blood lead levels.
• Homes were higher concentrations of lead in the environmental samples did not
equate to children living in that home having elevated blood lead levels.

Question:
Response:

Was fish in the diet a factor?
Fish consumption was included in the model but was not found to be a factor.

Comment:

It is reassuring that the numbers are coming down.

Comment:

The overall numbers are similar to those found in a recent study in Montreal.
The Flin Flon levels are now lower than those in any other point source
community that has been studied (e.g. Belledune, Port Colborne).
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Next Steps
•

The complete draft report was recently sent to the TAC for their review over the next few
weeks. A final report and recommendations will follow.
• The results can then be provided to the community. Avenues for providing the
results to the community were discussed and the suggestions include:
 Open House (see action #13-01);
 CBC North;
 Call-in show on CFAR;
 Facebook / Twitter; and
 Provincial press release.
Conclusion
•
•
•
•

Well done to the Study Team for applying rigour to the study which allows solid
comparisons to the 2009 study.
Also well done to all those involved with community risk management activities which
are all good public health messages.
If no further risk management is necessary, then this will likely be the last meeting of the
CAC, as further input for the communication plan can be obtained via phone and/or email.
The facilitator thanked the members for their work and indicated that it was a pleasure
for him to work with them.

#

Action

Responsibility

Target
Date

Status

13-01

Prepare for an Open House

Study Team

2013-04-02

2013-02-25, new
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